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Item 5.       Other Events

         On December 17, 2002, the Registrant issued a press release announcing
it will not continue as the supplier for the next Ford Explorer frame. A copy of
this press release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is hereby incorporated
by reference.

Item 7.       Financial Statements, Pro Forma Financial Information and Exhibits
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         (c)      Exhibits

                           99.1     Press release dated December 17, 2002 -
                                    Tower Automotive Announces It Will Not
                                    Continue As Supplier For Next Ford Explorer
                                    Frame

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the Registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

                                    TOWER AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

Date:  December 17, 2002        By: /s/ Ernest T. Thomas
                                  ----------------------------------------------
                                Name: Ernest T. Thomas
                                Title: Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
                                (Principal Accounting and Financial Officer)
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