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ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS.

On November 17, 2003, Iain P.M. Buchanan, the Company�s Vice President of European Operations, entered into a plan with Lehman Brothers
Inc., pursuant to which Lehman will undertake to sell, subject to a limit order, an aggregate of 50,000 shares of the Company�s stock issuable
upon exercise of options held by Mr. Buchanan.  Sales under the plan are to begin no earlier than 90 days after adoption of the plan, and will
take place at specified intervals between March 1, 2004 and April 2, 2004.
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

VERTEX PHARMACEUTICALS INCORPORATED
(Registrant)

Date:  December 16, 2003 /s/ Ian F. Smith
Ian F. Smith
Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
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